
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, December 2, 2018  
Gospel Reading: Luke 21: 25-28,34-36 
 
Jesus said to His disciples: “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 
and on  earth nations will be in dismay, perplexed by the roaring of the sea and the 
waves.  People will die of fright in anticipation of what is coming upon the world, for 
the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  And they will see the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory. 
But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because 
your redemption is at hand. 
“Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness 
and the anxieties of daily life, and that day catch you by surprise like a trap.  For that 
day will assault everyone who lives on the face of the earth.  Be vigilant at all times 
and pray that you have the strength to escape the tribulations that are imminent and 
to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
Questions to Ponder: 
 
This reading in Luke is not what we expect at the beginning of the joyful time of 
Christmas. We need to look for the message of hope as we await the coming of the 
Lord. 
 

1. What are the “traps” in your life? What are the anxieties in your daily life? 
2. We are told in this reading to “stand erect and raise your head because 

your redemption is at hand.”  How does this speak to you in today’s world? 
3. What plans do you and your family have to prepare for the coming of the 

Lord, not only at Christmas but at all times?  
 
 

End with the “Glory Be” “Glory be to the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen” 


